
Village of Athens Planning Board 
Athens Village Office, 2 First Street, Athens, NY 12015 

Meeting July 16, 2019 
 
Members Present: Margaret Moree, Kurt Parde, John Miller, Carrie Feder and Peggy Snyder, secretary 
 
Absent: Bill Tompkins,  
 
There was a valid quorum present for voting purposes. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Chairman Moree 
 
Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Kurt Parde to approve the June 18, 2019 meeting minutes as presented, seconded by 
John Miller, all in favor, motion carried.   
 
New Business 
 
Sandra Strauss, 17 Brick Row, resident seeking information on ow permits granted by Planning Board are 
enforced.  Ms. Strauss commissioned an engineer to review structural issues on her home after work 
commenced in an adjoining property.  She asserted that her chimney was damaged and made structurally 
unsound as a result of installation of a dormer on adjoining property.  Ms. Strauss showed pictures of the 
dormer to the Board, which did not align with what had been approved by the Planning Board, and asked how 
each of these issues could be addressed.  Chairman Moree advised that the Planning Board is not an 
enforcement entity, and that once permits are granted, and conditions included within those permits are 
stipulated, the enforcement falls to the Code Enforcement Officer.  She reminded Ms. Strauss that the Code 
Enforcement Officer issues the permit and follows up on the work being done to be sure what is undertaken is 
consistent with the application, the granted permit and the Building Code.  Ms. Strauss stated that she has talked 
to Mike Ragaini regarding this situation and her concerns were not acknowledged or addressed.  She also 
indicated that the work on the dormer is not yet complete, it is unclear whether there is an active permit and that 
the homeowner made changes tot eh design and size of the dormer inconsistent with the permit granted.  
Chairman Moree suggested that Ms. Strauss contact the Village Board with concerns related to enforcement, if 
the Code Enforcement Officer has not been responsive to issues raised.   
 
Other Business 
 
Several residents of Brick Row area asked the Planning Board about proposed development on the 90 acre 
parcel on Route 385.  Numerous rumors are circulating including that homes will be built directly facing brick 
Row and that the driveways will exit onto Brick Row.  Chairman Moree and the Board advised residents of 
what information had come before the Planning Board, that no formal applications had been received, that 
various uses were discussed but no formal action taken by the Board as no formal site plan reviews had come 
before the Board.  Chairman Moree stated that Joe Molino was at a fall meeting to inquire about density, water, 
sewer, setbacks and subdivision but has not returned to the Planning Board with any specific plans.  Mr. Molino 
has met with the past mayor, present mayor and the water and sewer supervisor.  All residents were supplied 
with the minutes from the meeting where Mr. Molino came before the Planning Board to ask questions and 
understand what development would be permissible within the existing Code.   
 
In an update tot eh Board on issues brought to the chair, Chairman Moree stated she talked to Steve Sheppard 
from DOT to ascertain whether highway permits were issued regarding work on South Washington Street and 
Rt. 385 and what would appear to be grading work undertaken on proposed parking lot next to the Church on Rt 
385.  DOT confirmed that no permits were issued, nor any requested as is required by law.  Separately, she 
advised the Planning Board that she did remind the Code Enforcement Officer that use of the former bagel shop 
has not been before the Planning Board for a site plan review.  The Code Enforcement Officer advised he did 



not issue a permit for the porch installed at the home next to the Bank.  He had advised the homeowner that they 
would need to come before the Planning board, but the homeowner proceeded without permits.   
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Kurt Parde and seconded by John Miller, all in favor, motion 
carried.  
   
Meeting adjourned by Chairman Moree at 7:25 p.m.  
 
The next Planning Board meeting will be held on Tuesday August 20, 2019 at 6:30 pm.   
 
.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Snyder 
Secretary, Village of Athens Planning Board 


