
Village of Athens Planning Board 
Athens Village Office, 2 First Street, Athens, NY 12015 

Meeting May 19, 2020 
 
Members Present: Margaret Moree, and Peggy Snyder, secretary 
 
Via phone pursuant to Governor’s Executive Order liberalizing open meetings law rules for the 
course of the public health emergency:  Bill Tompkins, Carrie Feder, Kurt Parde, John Miller 
 
Absent: None 
 
There was a valid quorum present for voting purposes. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Chairman Moree 
 
Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Bill Tompkins to approve the May 12, 2020 meeting minutes as 
presented, seconded by Kurt Parde, all in favor, motion carried.   
 
New Business 
 
Steven DiLarenzo, 32 South Franklin Street, contractor Gerard Buckley presented with 
application, pictures, drawings.  Applicant would like to remove rolled roofing and decaying 
lumber from flat roof and install 2” X 10’ roof rafter joists to allow a slight pitch to roof with a 
3’ X 3’ square at center.  The 2” X 10’s will be cut on angle to allow pitch and keep roof the 
same height at edge.  They will install new ½” sheathing on entire roof, install new LVL beam at 
center of each side, install EPDM roofing materials and keep as much original structure boards 
as possible as well as, the original iron work.  A motion was made by Kurt Parde and seconded 
by Bill Tompkins to retain all iron work and retain original rood structure as appropriate; replace 
roof with ne pitch and roofing material as described in application.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Heather Gershen, 5 South Washington Street, presented application to line the existing front 
box gutter with EPDM rubber, install new copper trim/drip edge and replace the existing vinyl 
downspouts with round corrugated copper.  Motion was made by Margaret Moree and seconded 
by Carrie Feder to repair box gutters and replace vinyl downspout with copper gutter, smooth 
rather than corrugated copper would be more historically appropriate if it can be located.  All in 
favor, motion carried.   
 
Jevon and Bette Homitzky, 15 Third Street, presented application and photos to replace 
fencing running north-south beginning behind neighboring house to 3’ from west property 
boundary line of neighbor’s existing fence.  The fence will be constructed of pressure treated 
wood, 11 sections of 8’ long custom panels including post width, scalloped top, 6’ maximum 
heights with 5’4” minimum at low point of scallop; vertical fence pattern of 1’X6” boards spaced 
¾” apart; 4”X4” posts, 2”x4” cross pieces, style identical to existing fence at front of property; 
gate 4’ wide built to look as half fence panel placed in first section at north end of fence to allow 



maintenance.  Kurt Parde abstained from commenting or voting on application as he will be 
contractor doing work.  A motion was made by Margaret Moree to approve the application as 
detailed in application and seconded by Bill Tompkins, all in favor excluding Kurt Parde who 
abstained, motion carried.   
 
 
Other Business 
 
Chairman Moree reminded all that training which will help meet the state’s required four-hour 
annual training is available at the County Training Center in Cairo.  You may sign-up on-line.  
There are also online courses available.   
 
Member Tompkins brought to the Board’s attention that there was a f3ence installed at 36 North 
Franklin Street without presenting an application.  Chairwoman Moree stated that she had 
spoken to CEO Mike Ragaini and he asked the owner to contact the Chairwoman, which the 
homeowner did.  However, work is complete and no role for the Planning Board, so it is unclear 
why Code Enforcement Officer had homeowner reach out to the Board.   
 
Before the meeting Chairwoman Moree had shared with the full board responses she provided 
several different inquiries made of her in the role as Board Chair.  These included an ad from the 
newspaper seeking a co-developer for the Merlino property on Route 385 suggesting that a 
proposal to subdivide the property was before the Planning Board for approval;  email of 
conversation between a realtor and the Chairwoman regarding permitted uses for the property on 
Route 385 south of the Merlino property; and email conversation between the Chairwoman and a 
realtor for the property at 35 South Washington Street seeking clarification on the special use 
permit process, intended uses for the property and what steps a potential buyer might need to 
take to ensure compliance with the Code.   
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Margaret Moree and seconded by Kurt Parde, all 
in favor, motion carried.  
   
Meeting adjourned by Chairman Moree at 7:05 p.m.  
 
The next Planning Board meeting will be held on Tuesday June 16, 2020 at 6:30 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Snyder 
Secretary, Village of Athens Planning Board 


