
Village of Athens Planning Board 
Athens Village Office, 2 First Street, Athens, NY 12015 

Meeting July 21, 2020 
 
Members Present: Margaret Moree, Bill Tompkins, John Miller, Kurt Parde and Peggy Snyder, secretary 
 
Via phone:  pursuant to Governor’s Executive Order liberalizing open meetings law rules for the course of the 
public health emergency:  Carrie Feder 
 
Absent: None 
 
There was a valid quorum present for voting purposes. 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by Chairwoman Moree 
 
Minutes 
 
A motion was made by Bill Tompkins to approve the June 16, 2020 meeting minutes with corrections to the 
time the meeting adjourned and the time of the next meeting, seconded by John Miller, all in favor, motion 
carried.  Carrie Feder abstained from voting since she did not attend the meeting.   
 
New Business 
 
Sleepy Hollow Lake Wastewater Treatment Plant, 194 N Washington Street, Tad Johnson from Delaware 
Engineering attended representing Sleepy Hollow Lake Association of property owners.  Application for final 
approval for project.  The Zoning Board of Appeals held a public hearing on July 14, 2020 and approved the 
area variance with no conditions.  A motion was made by John Miller and seconded by Kurt Parde to give final 
approval on project, all in favor, motion carried.   
 
Lindsey Bowen, 4 Third Street, application to extend the existing fence from 1st Alley to the carriage house 
with identical fencing of tongue and grove Douglas fir with pressure treated 4x4’s.  There will be crown 
molding to match original fencing and the original black wrought-iron brackets will be used.  The house will be 
painted in Benjamin Moore Harvest Time for the body, accent color will be Benjamin Moore Ivory Lustre, the 
background trim will be Benjamin Moore HC-98 and the foreground trim will be Benjamin Moore Venetian 
Rose.  Carrie inquired about a gate and the owner responded that a gate had not been there since 1983.  A 
motion was made by Bill Tompkins and seconded by John Miller to approve the application as presented with 
the paint colors as stated.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Derek Brown and Paul Kim, 73 North Washington Street, application to rebuild deteriorated existing back 
porch into a sunroom.  Drawings provided and explained by contractor John Kelly who was present.  
Chairwoman Moree inquired about a Flood Plain permit and the owner stated that he had talked to the Code 
Enforcement Officer, Mike Raigini suggested the homeowner review the County Flood Plain mapping tools 
available on the county’s websites to assure that new construction meets the new flood plain standards.   A 
motion was made by John Miller and seconded by Kurt Parde to approve the application as described in the 
drawings on the East portion of the property.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Jeffrey Strockbine, 17 South Franklin Street, application with drawings and sample photos of fencing to 
relocate existing fence from side yard to new location in front yard.  Install new 48” high aluminum (open) 
fencing at front yard.  Remove approximately 17 linear feet of 72” high fence panels at rear yard and install new 
48” high aluminum (open) fencing at area of removed panels.  Construct new stairs at north side of front porch, 
railing and balusters to match those existing at porch.  Create a parking spot on alley to be enclosed with 
fencing.  Carrie Feder stated that the aluminum black fencing style proposed had more of a 



commercial/industrial look and suggested the homeowner consider a style that was softer in visual presentation 
and more appropriate for the home of that period in the historic district and surrounding neighborhood,  
Resident agreed to revisit the style choice and present revised option back to the board.  A motion was made by 
Margaret Moree and seconded by Carrie Feder for an approval of the application as presented to create parking 
space on alley boundary of home with space to be surrounded by new black aluminum fencing (style to be 
determined); new stairs constructed as detailed in drawings, interior fencing to be relocated to North property 
boundary, and existing Franklin Street front yard fencing to be replaced with 48” high black aluminum fencing  
(style to be determined), with the homeowner to present fence style option more integrated into historic district.  
All in favor, motion carried.  Homeowner was provided email contact information to submit new option.  
Subsequent to the meeting, homeowner presented new style option which included small arrowheads on top of 
posts with rounded gate on July 22, which was approved by the Planning Board on July 23.   
 
Fernando Santangelo, 13 South Washington Street, application presented with a sample wood storm window 
and the mounting hardware.  Will paint in existing color of Sherwin Williams Mount Aetna to match house.  A 
motion to approve was made by Bill Tompkins and seconded by Carrie Feder to approve application as 
presented.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Patrick Gillespie, 36 Second Street, contractor John Miller who recused himself from discussing or voting on 
application presented an application and drawing for a new business sign to hang from existing metal bracket.  
The bracket extends 39” from front of building over sidewalk.  Sign will have two small spotlights one on either 
side of sign.  Sign will be circular, two-sided, white background with navy blue lettering.  Also remove the 
existing storm door and replace with a full glass brown trim frame Larsen storm door.  A motion was made by 
Margaret Moree and seconded by Kurt Parde to approve the sign as detailed and new storm door as provide in 
photo, Larsen full glass – brown door.  All in favor, motion carried.   
 
Other Business 
 
It was noted that Bill Tompkins and Margaret Moree participated in 2 hours of training with Spot Zoning or 
Grant the Illegal Use Variance and John Miller attended 2-hour training for Short Term Rentals.      
  
Bill Tompkins noted that on the corner of First Street and Vernon there was a stockade fence erected without an 
application to the Planning Board.  There is a new business operating in the old garage by the Peckham 
property.  The sign states it is a property maintenance business.  Also, asked whether action can be taken by the 
Village to remove derelict/unused utility. 
 
Chairwoman Moree noted that she raised with the Mayor that things were being hauled out of the old Peckham 
property by truck and it was unclear what work was underway.  She queried whether the Village had noticed 
any action and whether permits had been granted for use on this property.  MS. Moree also noted a property 
listed for sale on Water Street is showing as two-family, although permit issued for that property when it was 
reconfigured for commercial use did not authorize residential on the first floor. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Kurt Parde and seconded by John Miller, all in favor, motion 
carried. 
   
Meeting adjourned by Chairman Moree at 7:37 p.m.  
 
The next Planning Board meeting will be held on Tuesday August 21, 2020 at 6:30 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Margaret Snyder Secretary, Village of Athens Planning Board 


