
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
January 21, 2021 (via Zoom) 

 
Members present: Bunting, Lasher, Lipsman, Little, Moree, Winslow 
Members excused: Grilli 
Members absent: Proper 
 
Meeting guests present: Joel DuBois, Donald Guest 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:35pm. 
 
1. Participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. The agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Minutes of the last meeting were approved by assent. Chairman Lipsman said he would forward 

them to the Village webmaster for posting. 
 

4. There was discussion with CAC guest Joel H. DuBois, CPESC, CFM, Executive Director, Greene County 
Soil & Water Conservation District. Mr. DuBois said that 90% of the Soil & Water District work 
related to stream restoration on the mountaintop in the NYC watershed. The District is unique in 
that, unlike government organizations, it can work on private, and not just only on public property. 

 
In terms of relevance to Athens, Mr. DuBois discussed their work with viewshed management at the 
Willows at Brandow Point, though there was discussion as to whether that property is in the Village 
or Town. Perhaps the best opportunity for the CAC to work with the Soil & Water District, would be 
to review their NAACC assessments done for the culverts in Athens. Mr. DuBois said he would send 
additional information about this. 
 

5. Forester Guest joined the group for a report on his visit to Athens in December with Mr. Proper and 
Mr. Bunting to look at the trees on the list of trees of concern. The group reviewed trees with risk 
scores of 6 or higher or that were suggested for removal. Dr. Lipsman agreed to send the members 
an action step list resulting from the review at the meeting. 
 

6. During a brief discussion on the Tree City USA application, Forester Guest advised the group that 
Standard 4 for 2021 would again not require an in-person Arbor Day observance due to the 
pandemic. 

 
7. Regarding the Climate Smart Community application, Dr. Lipsman advised the group that Kelsey 

West of Cornell Cooperative Extension had submitted the bronze level application by the deadline 
with 127 points out of the 120 minimum required. Notification of status should come at the end of 
February. 

 
8. For February 18, staff from the Hudson River Estuary Program will attend to discuss optimizing 

environmental resilience in light of recent Village waterfront flooding. 
 

9. A CAC member vacancy remains. 
 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920.html


Ms. Moree mentioned that the Athens Rural Cemetery was looking to plant trees and had approached 
her for any guidance or advice. This represents an opportunity for the CAC. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 


