
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
February 18, 2021 (via Zoom) 

 
Members present: Bunting, Grilli, Lipsman, Little, Moree, Winslow 
Members excused: Lasher 
Members absent: Proper 
 
Meeting guest present: Clif Staples 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:30pm 
 
1. Welcome and introductions – participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. Agenda review and approval – the agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of January 21, 2021 were 

approved by assent. 
 

4. Conversation with Clifton Staples, Climate Change Specialist, Hudson River Estuary Program, New 
York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

 
Mr. Staples presented slides about climate change, describing its phenomena and impacts, focusing 
on the Hudson River estuary area. He also spoke about his work with the HREP and Climate Smart 
Communities (CSC), including the availability of new CSC adaptation actions: green infrastructure, 
strategic relocation, and freeboard & design flood elevation 

 
5. The Council voted unanimously to recommend the removal of six trees (moved Bunting, second 

Winslow):  
#256, 99 N. Franklin 
#264, 6 Greenwich Street 
#272 and #273, 7 Third Street 
#79, 14 S. Franklin Street 
Unnumbered tree near the firehouse proposed site of shed and gas tank 
 
As well, the following trees that were brought to the attention of the Council as possibly needing 
removal were not reviewed because the Council was unsure if they are on Village or private 
property: 
--several trees along Union Street South 
--tree at 59 N. Franklin Street 
--tree at 94-96 N. Franklin Street 
--tree at 92 N. Vernon 
 
Since removal of some of these trees may have an impact on the immediate local landscape, the 
CAC wanted to strongly encourage the Village Board to have direct communication with property 
owners who may consider these "their" trees before undertaking removal. In some instances, an 
affected property owner may want to propose removal of parts of a tree over time rather than total 
removal at once, if this is feasible, and/or the property owner may wish to hire an arborist to see if 
there is a more nuanced approach to delay or obviate removal. 

https://www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920.html


 
Dr. Lipsman agreed to transmit this information to the Board through the Council’s Village Board 
liaison, Trustee Lasher. 

 
6. Update on Tree City USA application – there was no new information. Ms. Grilli agreed to see if she 

could determine if Athens had received the designation, as if so, there would possibly be funds 
available to help the Council come up with a Village tree management plan. 

 
7. Update on Climate Smart Community application – Dr. Lipsman advised the Council that based on 

preliminary feedback on the state program portal, it looked as if the Athens application would fall 
short of approval this time around. Formal notice will come at the end of February. He said he had 
been told by Ms. West, the Council’s technical advisor on this project from Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Columbia-Greene that from the information available, revisions to the Village 
application could be made for April submission and reconsideration. 

 
8. Discussion of Clean Energy Communities funding opportunity – after brief discussion, the Council 

agreed to invite Ms. Jill Henck, technical advisor for this program from the Capital District Regional 
Planning Commission to discuss it at the next meeting. 

 
9. Plan for March 18 meeting – see item 8. 

 
10. CAC member vacancy – Merrill Roth and Cate Collinson, guests at this and prior meetings, expressed 

interest in being considered for this vacancy. Dr. Lipsman agreed to transmit their names to Trustee 
Lasher. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm (moved Bunting, second Moree). 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 
 

https://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/
https://climatesmart.ny.gov/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/all-programs/programs/clean-energy-communities

