
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
March 18, 2021 via Zoom 

 
Members present: Bunting, Grilli, Lipsman, Little, Moree, Roth, Winslow 
Members excused:  
Members absent: Lasher, Proper 
 
Meeting guests present: Jill Henck 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:33pm. 
 
1. Welcome and introductions – participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. Agenda review and approval – the agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of February 18, 2021 were 

approved by assent. 
 

4. Conversation with Jill Henck, Senior Planner at the Capital District Regional Planning Commission 
and an Outreach Coordinator for NYSERDA’s Clean Energy Communities Program 

 
Jill made a presentation on the Leadership Round of the Clean Energy Communities Program. The 
group agreed there was merit in further considering recommending to the Board to pursue this 
grant funding. Depending on actions completed and numbers of points accumulated, there is up to 
$110,000 in funding awards available on a first-come, first-served basis. The funds must be used on 
municipal projects to reduce energy use, and the group thought of potential improvements to the 
Community Center, the Cultural Center and 133 N. Washington Street. 
 
A subcommittee of Lipsman, Grilli and Roth was formed to meet before the next full CAC meeting to 
further explore moving forward with a recommendation to the Board. 

 
5. Update on trees – no trees were sent to the Council for consideration. 
 
6. Update on Tree City USA application – what appeared to be a software glitch in the Council’s 

application was resolved and we are now awaiting word on our application. Once this goes through, 
there may be funds available to hire a consultant to come up with a tree management plan. 

 
Mr. Bunting referenced his work with the prior Athens Tree Committee and offered to provide 
copies of tree management plans from other jurisdictions that could be modified and adopted in 
Athens, precluding the need to hire someone to help us develop one of our own. 

 
7. Update on Climate Smart Community application – Dr. Lipsman reported that 103 of the points the 

Village submitted in January were approved. Revisions are being made to the other elements of the 
application that were denied, and when those are resubmitted April 2, there should again be more 
than 120 points in total, making the Village eligible for Bronze status if approved. 

 

https://cdrpc.org/about-us
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/all-programs/programs/clean-energy-communities


8. Plan for April 15 meeting – State Senator Michelle Hinchey has agreed to participate via Zoom to 
discuss her work on the Senate Environmental Conservation Committee and the New York Climate 
Leadership and Community Protection Act. 

 
9. Member items 

 
a. Dr. Lipsman called the group’s attention to Critical Environmental Area training that could 

help us decide whether to recommend to the Board to seek CEA designation for parts of the 
waterfront. Ms. Little, with Mr. Roth as a backup, agreed to at a minimum begin the training 
and report back to the group if it appears worthwhile to pursue. 

b. Ms. Moree inquired about the abandoned barges offshore at 129 N. Washington. Mr. 
Bunting shared that the barges are protected under Federal environmental law. Ms. Little 
offered some personal observations she has made over time of the barges. 

c. Ms. Little and Ms. Grilli inquired about revisiting the CAC’s obligation to conduct an NRI 
and/or open space inventory. Dr. Lipsman said he would forward information about a 
funding opportunity for just such a project he recently received for the group to consider. 

d. Mr. Roth described a condition of significant disrepair of the Athens boat ramp and 
wondered if the Village could put pressure on the state agencies responsible to get needed 
maintenance accomplished. Dr. Lipsman said he would bring this up at his first Board 
meeting in April. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 
 


