
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
May 20, 2021 via Zoom 

 
Members present: Bunting, Lipsman, Little, Roth 
Members excused: Grilli, Moree, Winslow 
Members absent: Proper 
 
Meeting guests present: Alex Wolf and Mike Knutson of Scenic Hudson, Tara Donadio, Capital District 
Regional Planning Commission 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:33pm. 
 
1. Welcome and introductions – participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. Agenda review and approval – the agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of April 15, 2021 were approved 

by assent. 
 
4. Conversation with Alex Wolf and Mike Knutson of Scenic Hudson 

 
Mr. Wolf, Conservation Scientist, and Mr. Knutson, Senior Land Project Manager, used a slide set 
and presented an overview of the work of Scenic Hudson, which was followed by questions from, 
and conversation with the Council. 
 

5. Discussion of possible Community Solar Campaign  
 
The decision of the Village Board to proceed with applying for Clean Energy Communities (CEC) 
funding - as had been recommended by the CAC - was shared with the group. Ms. Donadio, CEC 
Coordinator, made some remarks and answered questions about the Community Solar Campaign.  
Dr. Lipsman asked the group to agree to advise and consult on the Community Solar Campaign, to 
which the group agreed. MOTION: Lipsman, SECOND: Bunting, passed 4-0. Dr. Lipsman will prepare 
the Scoping Document and, when it is approved, work with the Village Board to determine a process 
to select the solar providers. 
 

6. (a) Discussion of possible Tree Management program 
 
Mr. Bunting stated he hoped that he and Ms. Grilli would be able to make some suggestions to the 
CAC in a couple of months. 
 
(b) Discussion of possible tree ordinance for Athens 
 
There was confusion as to whether existing ordinances and code protected against indiscriminate 
tree clear cutting and only needed to be enforced, or if there is a need for modifications to the law 
or zoning. There was also uncertainty as to whether there were still parcels within the Village that 
could be subject to – and hence protectable from – clear-cutting. Dr. Lipsman agreed to bring this up 
with the Village Board. 
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7. Update on Tree City USA application – we are still waiting for our official welcome materials. 
 

8. Update on Climate Smart Community application – we are hoping to hear about our application 
later this month.  

 
9. Update on Cornell Climate-adaptive design (CaD) application – we should hear later in the summer if 

we were selected to participate.  
 

10. Member items – there were no member items. 
 

11. Plan for June 17 meeting – the group agreed on the desirability of continuing to meet mostly via 
Zoom, with occasional in-person meetings, pending authorization for this per post-COVID Open 
Meeting law revisions. The group also agreed to invite Jeff Anzevino, Land Use Advocacy Director 
with Scenic Hudson who was recommended by Messrs. Wolf and Knutson, to speak on better 
positioning the Village to respond to developmental pressures in an optimally sustainable and 
resilient fashion.  

 
It was also agreed to ask Mr. Anzevino about greener ways for residents and businesses to dispose 
of grey water than discharging it to the Village's wastewater treatment plant. It was also mentioned 
to invite the Village’s water management company North Dome to discuss this topic. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 


