
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
June 17, 2021, via ZOOM 

 
Members present: Bunting, Grilli, Lipsman, Little, Moree, Roth, Winslow 
Members absent: Proper 
 
Meeting guests present: Jeff Anzevino, Scenic Hudson 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:31pm. 
 
1. Welcome and introductions – participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. Agenda review and approval – the agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of May 20, 2021, were approved 

by assent. 
 
4. Conversation with Jeff Anzevino of Scenic Hudson, and author Revitalizing Hudson Riverfronts. 

 
Mr. Anzevino presented a succinct and elegant summary outline of his work, along with numerous 
examples of its potential applicability in Athens. The group engaged in discussion about this with Mr. 
Anzevino. 

 
5. Discussion of Community Solar Campaign  

 
Dr. Lipsman reported that three community solar companies responded with interest in partnering 
with the Village. Dr. Lipsman said he would send out to them the screening questions provided by 
Tara Donadio of Capital District Regional Planning Committee, and Ms. Grilli agreed to work with Dr. 
Lipsman to review the answers. A report will be made back at the next CAC meeting and a 
subsequent recommendation forwarded to the Village Board. 
 

6. Discussion of possible Tree Management program with Ms. Grilli and Mr. Bunting 
 

Mr. Bunting reminded the group that he and Ms. Grilli would hopefully provide some 
recommendations and a review of other community tree management plans in late July/early 
August. Ms. Grilli particularly commended the Village of Red Hook plan, and Dr. Lipsman said he 
would resend that with the next group email. 
 
There was discussion of the Tree Law proposal that Dr. Lipsman requested to submit to the Village 
Board but that currently is not able to proceed for consideration due to legal reasons. As well, there 
was discussion of the clear-cutting of trees that had occurred to the west of Brick Row. It was noted 
that the zoning of this parcel allows for clear-cutting of up to five acres, and that DEC had been 
called by an unknown party and had not found any violations. By contrast, the parcel south of Brick 
Row is a different zoning designation with a higher degree of protection.  

 
7. Report of Climate Smart Community notification 
 

Dr. Lipsman announced the Village had formally received notification of Bronze status designation. 

https://www.scenichudson.org/
https://scenichudson.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/revitalizing-hudson-riverfronts.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwirxaDUoc_wAhXlguAKHRY-AiMQFjACegQIBRAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyserda.ny.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FFiles%2FPrograms%2FClean-Energy-Communities%2FCommunity-Campaigns%2FCEC-Community-Campaigns-Step-by-Step-Guidance.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1n7_6PCBolKZpTsJ0vXWr6


 
8. Update on Tree City USA notification (if any) – no update 

 
9. Update on Cornell Climate-adaptive design (CaD) application (if any) – no update 

 
10. Member items – deferred due to time 

 
11. Plan for June 17 meeting 

 
The group agreed to continue to meet through the two summer months, and by Zoom. Dr. Lipsman 
agreed to seek out a speaker for next month. Mr. Bunting requested a speaker to address the deer 
problem. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:02pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 
 


