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Membership in 2020: J Lipsman (Chair), G Bun9ng, S Grilli, M Li=le, M Moree, Winslow, A Proper, G 
Lasher 

The Athens Conserva-on Advisory Council (CAC) was established in August 2020. During the four 
mee-ngs held in its first year,  the Council focused on familiarizing members with the roles and ac-vi-es 
of other regional CACs, exploring ways in which the CAC could play a beneficial role in Athens, and 
engaging with conserva-on organiza-ons in New York to beIer understand the concerns and ongoing 
efforts in the Hudson Valley, Catskill and broader State-wide context.  This included presenta-ons and 
discussions with:  

- Gretchen Stevens, Director of the Biodiversity Resources Center, Hudsonia Limited who engages 
regularly with CACs in the region and is a 13-year member of Hillsdale’s CAC in Columbia County 

- Michael O’Hara, City of Hudson CAC 

- DEC Forester, Donald Guest on the NYS Urban Forestry Council and the ReLeaf program including 
various funding opportuni-es through the Tree City USA program.  

- Kelsey West, Cornell Coopera-ve Extension of Columbia and Greene coun-es.  

In addi-on to these familiariza-on sessions, the Athens CAC made progress on:  

- Climate Smart Communi.es (CSC): Throughout the year this was an ongoing agenda item for the 
CAC as it sought to pursue Bronze Cer-fica-on with the assistance of Kelsey West of the Cornell 
Coopera-ve Extension of Columbia and Greene Coun-es. (Although the ini9al applica9on in 2020 
fell short of requirements, a second submission was ul9mately approved in 2021). The CAC also 
worked with the Cornell Coopera-ve Extension on dra^s of a “Village of Athens Climate Resilience 
Vision” and an “Athens Flood Preparedness Guide”.  

- Athens Tree Maintenance and Planning: One of the responsibili-es of the Athens CAC is to oversee 
and advise on the healthy upkeep of the trees on village municipal property. During 2020, this 
included recommenda-ons to prune or remove trees that were deemed to be a hazard to residents 
or beyond rescue. The CAC also began the process of dra^ing a Tree Maintenance Plan for the 
Village, and applied for Tree City USA designa-on (approved April 2021) in order to access grants.  


