
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
July 15, 2021, via ZOOM 

 
Members present: Bunting, Grilli, Lipsman, Little, Winslow 
Members excused: Moree, Roth 
Members absent: Proper 
 
Meeting guests present: Jen Benson, Riverkeeper; Tara Donadio, Capital District Regional Planning 
Commission; Nick Mirsky, Solstice; Clayton Gamble and David Wells, Nexamp 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:30pm 
 
1. Welcome and introductions – participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. Agenda review and approval – the agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of June 17, 2021, were approved 

by assent. 
 

4. Conversation with Jen Benson, Upriver/Mohawk Civics and Community Stewardship Coordinator, 
Riverkeeper 

 
A discussion was held with Jen regarding her work with Riverkeeper in its new Community 
Partnerships initiative, for which she is the liaison to Athens. She discussed recent Riverkeeper work 
in and around Athens, including Riverkeeper Sweep and river water sampling for enterococcus. 

 
5. Discussion of Community Solar Campaign, with Nicholas Mirsky (Solstice), Clayton Gamble and David 

Wells (Nexamp), and Tara Donadio (Capital District Regional Planning Commission) 
 

Representatives from both companies presented information. After lengthy discussion, it was 
concluded that using only one of the two companies did not present a distinct advantage, whereas 
using both companies would allow residents a choice. Dr. Lipsman said he would forward this 
recommendation to the Village Board for final determination. 

 
6. Mayor Serrago’s request for a 2020 Annual Report 
 

Ms. Little had submitted a draft 2020 Annual Report for the group to review and approve prior to 
submission to the Village Board. There was not enough time to discuss the Report and it was agreed 
that the review would be handled via email, with revisiting of the draft Report at the next meeting 
only if consensus was not able to be reached via email prior to then. 

 
Items 7-9 of the agenda were not covered due to time limitations. 
7. Discussion of possible Tree Management program with Ms. Grilli and Mr. Bunting (placeholder 

agenda item for August or September) 
 
8. Update on Cornell Climate-adaptive design (CaD) application (if any) 

 
9. Member items 

https://www.riverkeeper.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwirxaDUoc_wAhXlguAKHRY-AiMQFjACegQIBRAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyserda.ny.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FFiles%2FPrograms%2FClean-Energy-Communities%2FCommunity-Campaigns%2FCEC-Community-Campaigns-Step-by-Step-Guidance.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1n7_6PCBolKZpTsJ0vXWr6
https://solstice.us/
http://www.nexamp.com/
https://cdrpc.org/about-us


 
10. Plan for August 19 meeting  
 

Dr. Lipsman stated that Bob Knighton, Greene Land Trust President had accepted an invitation to 
participate in the August meeting, to be held via Zoom. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 
 


