
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
August 19, 2021, via ZOOM 

 
Members present: Bunting, Grilli, Lipsman, Little, Moree, Roth, Winslow 
Members absent: Proper 
 
Meeting guests present: Greene Land Trust President Bob Knighton; Jill Henck, Capital District Regional 
Planning Commission; Clayton Gamble, Nexamp; Athens Village Trustee Nancy Poylo 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:31pm. 
 
1. Welcome and introductions – participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. Agenda review and approval – the agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of July 15, 2021, were approved 

by assent. 
 

4. Conversation with Bob Knighton, President, Greene Land Trust 
 

Mr. Knighton discussed the important work of the Trust in preserving acreage in Greene County for 
future generations. He invited members to Trust properties that are open for visitors. He discussed 
the recently completed Greene County Natural Resources Inventory (NRI), for which the Trust had a 
leadership role. He suggested that given the comprehensiveness of the countywide NRI, the need 
for a Village of Athens-specific NRI – as mandated by the law establishing CACs – is less compelling. 
He supported the idea of possible alternative inventories, such as scenic resources or open space. 
 

5. Continuing discussion of Community Solar Campaign 
 

The group discussed its general support for such a campaign, noting that a Community Solar 
Campaign moves the needle forward in terms of decreasing reliance on fossil fuels and increasing 
use of sustainable energy. For many residents, it may be one of few opportunities they have to 
contribute to solutions for climate change. 
 
Ms. Henck mentioned that the NYSERDA window of opportunity to benefit through the Clean Energy 
Communities program for participation in a Community Solar Campaign may be closing soon. 
 
At the same time, the Council expressed its keen interest in the relative disadvantages of solar 
installations, such as potential adverse environmental impacts of the facilities themselves. As well, 
the group expressed interest in details of existing farms, such as size, power production and prior 
uses, in terms of understanding the kinds of properties that might be used in the future for credits 
from Central Hudson for Athens residents. 
 
There was discussion with Mr. Gamble about these issues. The subsequent consensus was in favor 
of recommending Nexamp to the Village Board as a Community Solar Campaign partner, with a 
unanimous vote by the seven Council members present, MOTION: Lipsman, Second: Roth. The 
group also expressed an interest in moving forward with Solstice but, as no Solstice representative 
was present – despite having previously agreed to attend and having received a meeting reminder 

https://www.greenelandtrust.org/
https://www.greenelandtrust.org/projects/nri-and-conservation-priorities
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwirxaDUoc_wAhXlguAKHRY-AiMQFjACegQIBRAD&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyserda.ny.gov%2F-%2Fmedia%2FFiles%2FPrograms%2FClean-Energy-Communities%2FCommunity-Campaigns%2FCEC-Community-Campaigns-Step-by-Step-Guidance.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1n7_6PCBolKZpTsJ0vXWr6


twice in the past week – a final determination as to whether to recommend Solstice as a partner 
was not made. 
 
Chairman Lipsman agreed to reach out to Solstice to determine their continued interest and their 
perspectives on the issues of concern to the Council. 
 

6. Possible boat trip with John Lipscomb, Riverkeeper – five members expressed interest in such a trip. 
Chairman Lipsman agreed to contact Riverkeeper to work out details. 

 
7. Discussion of possible Tree Management program with Ms. Grilli and Mr. Bunting – Ms. Grilli and 

Mr. Bunting agreed to circulate drafts of documents they have been working on prior to the 
Council’s next meeting. 
 

8. Possible Tree Law discussion – due to time constraints, discussion of the proposed Tree Law was 
deferred to next month. Dr. Lipsman encouraged members to circulate their thoughts about the 
draft that he, Mr. Roth, and Ms. Grilli had worked on and that had been sent to the Council the day 
before, via email during the coming month, so all could see and discuss, to enrich the conversation 
in September. 

 
Ms. Moree mentioned her concern as to whether the proposed law addresses the potential negative 
impact of tree root systems encroaching on buildings and grounds. 

 
9. Member items – due to time constraints, there were no member items discussed in depth. 

 
10. Agenda for September 16 meeting – the Council agreed not to invite any speakers for next month’s 

meeting, and to devote time to discussing a Tree Management Program and the proposed Tree Law. 
 

Ms. Poylo reminded the group that the Council’s legal authority to meet remotely due to the 
pandemic had expired at the end of June, and subsequent meetings would need to be in person 
until any remote meeting authority was restored. Chairman Lipsman agreed to arrange for a 
physical meeting space for September. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 


