
Athens Conservation Advisory Council meeting minutes 
October 21, 2021 – via Zoom 

 
Members present: Bunting, Grilli, Lipsman, Little, Proper (Poylo representing), Roth, Winslow 
Members excused: Moree 
 
Meeting guests present: none 
 
Chairman Lipsman convened the meeting at 6:30pm. 
 
1. Welcome and introductions – participants introduced themselves. 
 
2. Agenda review and approval – the agenda was approved by assent. 

 
3. Approval of minutes of last meeting – the minutes of the meeting of September 16, 2021, were 

approved by assent. 
 
4. Community Solar Campaign Update – Dr. Lipsman stated that 10 accounts had been signed up and 

the requisite paperwork submitted to NYSERDA for review and hopefully approval of a $5000 award 
to the Village. 

 
5. Tree City USA 2021 application update – Ms. Grilli stated that the 2021 application was submitted. 

 
6. Discussion of possible Athens Community Foundation grant application (to be submitted for Village 

Board approval for submission) – the group took advantage of a call received by Ms. Grilli from 
arborist Angelo Schembari at the moment this item was being discussed to discuss receiving from 
him a proposal to update the 2018 tree inventory he executed and to develop a Community Forest 
Management Plan. These items would be included in a proposal intended for the Athens Community 
Foundation that would need to be approved by the Village Board next Wednesday in order to be 
submitted by next Friday to the Foundation. 

 
7. Discussion of possible Tree Law – the group got through the first page or so of the Law. Dr. Lipsman 

agreed to incorporate the comments into a revised version of the Law for continued discussion at 
the next meeting. 

 
8. Discussion of possible Tree Management Program – placeholder item pending completion of the 

Tree Law and/or Athens Community Foundation funding 
 

9. Update on possible river tour with Riverkeeper – Dr. Lipsman said he had heard from Riverkeeper 
that the tour was a possibility for early November. Originally, it was thought the Village docks could 
be available, but Mr. Roth said he would help find an alternate docking location once a date was set. 

 
10. Member items – Ms. Little asked whether the Village had ever considered hiring a gardener, arborist 

or landscaper. Ms. Poylo and Dr. Lipsman stated that limited funds had not allowed for this. Mr. 
Bunting stated he had crabapple trees available if anyone wanted one. He noted he had not 
mentioned deer this meeting. Mr. Winslow encourage members to vote yes on Proposition 2 on the 
ballot in November. 



11. Agenda for meeting of November 18, 2021 – the group agreed to spend its time at the next meeting 
continuing to work on the proposed Tree Law. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Joshua Lipsman, MD 


